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ABSTRACT

Conrad’s Lord Jim is a story that depicts a man’s trajectory from bright prospect to utter
destruction. On board as a chief mate to the Patna, an ill-fated pilgrim ship, Jim, the protagonist,
deserts the ship when it was in danger of submergence. Violating every ethical and moral code for
a seaman and as a human leaves Jim a social outcast. The Patna incident is undoubtedly an event
designed for Conrad to preach the values of codes of conduct. In the novel, the moral significance
of the Patna is scrutinised by various characters who conduct inquiries of their own into the
incident. Through their efforts to seek truth out, the Patna incident becomes a stage for them to
reveal their own moral natures and their beliefs about the moral fibre — or lack thereof — of human
nature. By examining the verdict made by various characters on the public trial of the Patna
incident, this paper seeks to examine the destructive element as well as fragile morality that exits
in all human being.
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