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ABSTRACT 
 
The Afghan conflict, which has lasted for more than three decades, at the turn of 2011-2012 
went through a new cycle of its evolution. In June 2011, it was announced that the withdrawal 
from countries of American troops and at the same time - about the start of direct US talks with 
the Taliban. Observers agreed that the complete conclusion US troops in 2014 will not end 
conflict, but can contribute to its new round. Few assumed that in the mid-1970s began one of 
the longest-running and most internationalized modern regional conflicts. By its complexity it 
is comparable to the situation on the Korean Peninsula and the Middle East conflict. It is 
noteworthy that none of external participants in the Afghan situation could not completely turn 
off, even with the withdrawal of troops, Afghanistan gave rise to and showed the limits for 
many international endeavors. 
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INTRODUCTION, LITERATURE REVIEW AND DISCUSSION 
 
The United States has already withdrawn a third of its forces from Afghanistan. This was 
reported by the Central Command of the country. 
 
"According to US Central Command estimates, we have completed 30 to 44% of the entire 
withdrawal process," the agency said in a statement1. The Central Committee clarified that 
about 300 cargo planes with materials were removed from Afghanistan, and 13 thousand pieces 
of equipment for disposal were transferred to the Logistics Agency of the Ministry of Defense. 
In addition, the United States has officially transferred six facilities to the Afghan Ministry of 
Defense. 
 
World The United States withdrew a third of the contingent from Afghanistan The United 
States has already withdrawn a third of its military contingent from Afghanistan. This was 
reported by the Central Command of the country. “According to US Central Command 
estimates, we have completed 30 to 44% of the total the withdrawal process, "the ministry said 
in a statement. The Central Committee clarified that about 300 cargo planes with materials 
were removed from Afghanistan, and 13 thousand pieces of equipment for disposal were 
transferred to the Logistics Agency of the Ministry of Defense2. In addition, the United States 
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has officially transferred six facilities to the Afghan Ministry of Defense. Advertising on 
Gazeta.uz In mid-April, US President Joe Biden announced the withdrawal of American troops 
from Afghanistan. The process is planned will complete by 9/11 - the 20th anniversary of the 
terrorist attacks in New York.  
 
The Wall Street Journal previously wrote that the United States is considering options for 
deploying troops and military equipment withdrawn from Afghanistan in Central Asia or the 
Middle East. In mid-May, President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev noted the importance 
of efforts to maintain peace in Afghanistan, given the withdrawal of US troops3. “What will 
life be like thanks to our efforts after the withdrawal of US troops and their NATO allies? -
asked Shavkat Mirziyoyev. - If other states think about it, being far away, for us it is a neighbor. 
If, God forbid, any conflict breaks out on the other side of the bridge, how will this affect all 
our efforts made? With this in mind, we must work daily to keep the peace. We must always 
be ready for the most difficult conditions, and if we can be ready, we will never lose,”he 
stressed. 
 
After the Joe Biden administration came to power in the United States, NATO is changing its 
strategy in Afghanistan. How will this change affect the TAPI project, the republics of Central 
Asia, and what does Pakistan have to do with it? NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on 
February 4 demanded that the Taliban break with al-Qaeda and end the violence. On the same 
day, the "Afghanistan Study Group", created at the initiative of the US Congress, proposed the 
new American administration to urgently resume negotiations with the Taliban on postponing 
the withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan. The day before, on February 3, German Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas voiced the position of Germany: the withdrawal of NATO troops from 
Afghanistan depends on progress in the inter-Afghan negotiations, and is not tied to a specific 
date4.  
 
And the NATO press service clarified that until the beginning of May there will be no reduction 
in the military contingent in Afghanistan - and this is about 10 thousand people - there will be 
no reduction. Joe Biden's Afghan strategy and the Heiko Mas formula All of this indicates that 
the United States and NATO intend to abandon Donald Trump's plan to withdraw US troops 
from Afghanistan by early May 2021. According to the agreement reached earlier by his special 
envoy for Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad with representatives of the Taliban in Doha, after that 
peace talks were to begin with the official government in Kabul. The Taliban interpreted the 
February news as a refusal of the West from an agreement with them and announced that they 
would continue their armed struggle against foreign occupation. 
 
Andrei Serenko, an employee of the Center for the Study of Modern Afghanistan (CISA), 
explains that the formula voiced by Heiko Maas, most likely, will be the essence of the US 

 
3 Mirziyoyev Sh.M. Together we will build a free and prosperous, democratic state of Uzbekistan. –T 
.: “O’zbekiston”, 2017. - 32 p. 
 
4 Dynin, I. M. After Afghanistan: "Afghans" in letters, documents, eyewitness accounts / I. M. Dynin. 
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strategy under Joe Biden5. "If earlier the withdrawal of troops was first supposed, and then the 
Taliban entered into negotiations with official Kabul, now, first, the Taliban are invited to agree 
on peace with the government, and only then the withdrawal of NATO troops will begin," he 
says. According to the expert, this change in strategy decisively affects the approach countries 
of Central Asia towards settlement in a neighboring state.  
 
Central Asia after the change of the negotiating paradigm with the Taliban In recent years, all 
the republics of the region, with varying degrees of intensity, have been building their relations 
with the Taliban. "Ashgabat offered its own negotiating platform, but under the auspices of the 
UN. Tashkent conducted its negotiations with the Taliban and tried to help Kabul and the 
Taliban come to terms," recalls Taalatbe, the former director of the UN special political mission 
in Afghanistan to Masadykov. 
 
The countries of Central Asia, based on their own security interests, want stabilization in 
Afghanistan: there are training camps and commanders of several international radical groups 
who dream of overthrowing secular governments in all these countries. In addition, the Taliban 
are hindering the implementation of large economic projects, be it the TAPI gas pipeline or the 
railway from Uzbekistan through Afghanistan to Pakistan to the Indian Ocean. 
 
TAPI without the Taliban 
"It is unlikely that these projects will be feasible until the conflict in Afghanistan is resolved," 
Masadykov says. However, in his assessment, NATO's decision itself not to rush to withdraw 
from Afghanistan does not contribute to this settlement. 
 
“Large states too often act in Afghanistan depending on their own political calendar, and not 
in the name of solving its internal problems6. It is important for the countries of the region that 
Afghanistan does not boil, that there are no terrorist groups there. But the very presence of 
NATO has long been a trigger of unrest: some groups receive weapons from foreigners, some 
- money, intelligence games are being played, proxy wars between groups loyal to certain 
external participants, and so on further ", - explains the interlocutor DW.  
 
Andrey Serenko assesses the situation differently. The negotiation process with the Taliban is 
an illusion; they are not going to share power with anyone in Afghanistan and intend to take it 
by force in order to build a state according to the model of an Islamic emirate. "It is unlikely 
that the countries of the region would be delighted with this project. Now they need to again 
be more oriented towards NATO, the role of which will increase, as well as the role of the 
United States," says the TsISA expert. As for transport projects with the participation of 
Afghanistan, they cannot be solved without the Taliban, he agrees. "But even with the Trump 
agreement with the Taliban, I did not see the best prospects for these projects, since the civil 
war in Afghanistan was not annulled by this agreement," Andrei Serenko emphasizes. Central 
Asia in search of stability and the role of Pakistan "And in Dushanbe, and in Nur-Sultan, and 
in Tashkent, and Ashgabat, and in Bishkek, they will breathe a sigh of relief when they learn 
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that the United States will not suddenly leave Afghanistan. Contacts in these capitals with the 
Taliban will remain - just in case. But there they understand that if something really needs to 
be negotiated with the Taliban, then for this it is necessary to go to Islamabad, to the command 
of the army and intelligence, which are now Taliban operators, "explains the TsISA expert. 
 
The special services of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan have stable 
contacts with colleagues in Pakistan. “Islamabad is interested in activity in Central Asia, 
including for countering Indian projects and attempts by Indian special services to build their 
communications in the region. But I still don’t see any progress beyond these contacts,” says 
DW's interlocutor. According to him, this is due to the fact that Pakistan is now facing an 
economic collapse7.  
 
During the last months, there have been the offices of the Bank of Pakistan were closed, 
including the largest representative office in Ashgabat, through which the financing of the 
TAPI project went. "In this context, the revision of the US strategy is a bad sign for Islamabad. 
We are talking about the possible introduction of economic sanctions by the US, so that 
Pakistan would more intensively contribute to" forcing the Taliban "to peace," says Serenko. 
On the one hand, sanctions can induce the Taliban to be more compliant, but, on the other hand, 
they can reduce the possibilities of Islamabad on participation in major projects related to 
Central Asia. 
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