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ABSTRACT 

 

In general, the ritual of death is constructed as a transition so that the spirit can be integrated 

with its new world, the afterlife. In the present era, a shift of symbolic meaning begins to 

occur. The Oppo ritual of Taba people in Makian Island is performed ceremonially from grief 

to joy. From the interviews and analysis of the content of the data shows that there is a 

change that has implications for the greater costs that must be borne by the family with a debt 

scheme so that the social status in the community does not decline. The movement for change 

began with educated people but met with resistance from mothers. Using the Symbolic 

Interpretive perspective, this paper presents the views of certain groups so that the ritual is 

simplified without eliminating the substance, both from the number of participants and the 

duration of time in order to save costs and energy.. 
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