
European Journal of Research in Social Sciences   Vol. 3 No. 1, 2015 
  ISSN 2056-5429  
 

Progressive Academic Publishing, UK Page 109  www.idpublications.org 

 

APPLICATION OF SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION EXPLANATION TO GUN 

VIOLENCE IN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 

 
OLUSOLA O KARIMU PhD 

Center for Juvenile & Family Studies Inc., 

New York, USA 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research applied social disorganization theory (SDT) to examined the problem of gun 

violence in United States of America and found that the SDT, despite its  inherent flaws as a 

criminological model, to varying degrees it is parsimonious,  has scope and logically 

consistent. Additionally, this study found that that the SDT can be tested against empirical 

evidence which ensure that it is scientific and therefore has useful policy implications. It is 

also a finding of this research paper that despite the fact that SDT is an appropriate theory to 

explain the problem of gun violence, no single theory can adequately explain the prevalence 

of gun violence and indeed other criminal behavior because of the diverse nature of etiology 

of criminal behavior such as gun violence. The study thus concludes that the society is 

moving away from the notion that people are born criminal and embracing the fact that one 

cannot tell who is a criminal by mere looking at the face. 

 

 


